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June 29, 1970 |

The Honorable Walter J. Hickel
Sceretary of the Interior
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Secretary:

It has come to my attention that the Department of the Interior
either has or shortly will ask the Radio Corporation of America to evaluate,
under contract, several parcels of land in the vicinity of Sioux Falls,
South Dakota, for the ground handling of data from earth resources survey
satellites. This suggests that it is the intention of the Department to
give no further consideration to the site locations recommended in the
State of Nebraska.

It is my understanding that the selection of Sioux Falls for the
location of a data center for data from earth resources survey satellites
was made on the basis of a report prepared by the Radio Corporation of America
under contract to the Department of the Interior. This report rccommends
Lincoln, Nebraska, at least as strongly as Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Although
the RCA report has significant interest to the State of Nebraska, and was pre=-
pared at the taxpayers' expense, it was never disclosed to any Nebraskans by
the Department of the Interior and came to my attention only after the site
selection had been announced. So far as I know there was no site cvaluation
committee, and it is not clear to me how the sclection of the Sioux Talls
site was arrived at or who made the selection.

Consequently, I believe that the State of Nebraska has not received
the fair and proper consideration by the Department of the Interior for the
location of this important facility to which it is entitled, and I would very
much appreciate meeting with you at the earliest opportunity to discuss this
matter. Prior to that time I would like to have made available to me all of
the information on site evaluation leading to the {inal decision by the De=
partment of the Interior of the Sioux Falls, South Dakota, location.
Sincerely yours,

ARL T. CURTIS, USS
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