June 8, 1970

R

Dr. John B, Naugle
Assoclate Administrator
.. Bpace Bcience & Applications
 Cods 8 - NABA
40O Maryland Avenus - SW
wﬂﬂhiﬂg_tﬂn, D.C. 205%

~ Dear John:

" As agreed at our meeting on May 18, I am enclosing a
statement laining the Sloux Fallas c¢enter shich you may wish to
include as part of the minutes for the ERB/FRC meeting of April 21.

My visit to 8iocux Falls, viere I eddressed & local and
regional audience on April 22 and 23, revesled a great deal of enthu-
eoinem for the early development of the user data Tacllity. A eite
search 1s cuwrrently being made, to be followed by e demign contraet
provided Federal funds are made svallsble.

Interior welcomes »pai'ts,oipation by other agencies in this
project in the form of input or funds for the design and operation
of the center. ' _

Bincerely,

. v' I
i

~ W, T, Pecora
Director

b

Enclosure

Copy to: 1k
Dir. Chron

—t
6

2
1

. WARadlinski:nk



Farth Hesgurces Information Center
Sloux Falle, Gouth Dakota

In April 1970, fhe Aduinistration potified fenator Korl K. ¥undt,
flouth Dakota, of the selsction of £icux Fells as the site for a deta
center as part of the FRTE/ERCS Frxogrom. Tnitially, 1%t will be a
usars center providing data processing, interprstation, and
dletrivuiion capability for the Departoent of the Interior and other
USOr LroOUPH.

fGelection of Bioux Falle a5 tha aite for the center followed a
location anslyeis performed by RCA under an Interior Depaxtment
contract., 7The enalysis defined & limited area in the north centrsl
United Btates within which o single antenna installstion comld
receive datd from the EXTH-A or similax later sxtellites in yenl fUme
for the entire conterminous United Htutes. Hpecific locations within
the defined exrea were evaluated for techniecsl sultabllity by RCA,

The floux Falle users centsr vwould de operated as pard of the ZRUE
Program of the Depertment of the Interior, waing data from the LRTS
satellite, in support of Interior prograss as well ag for other
Federal, fiate, locel, and priwate ugsers who wish o participste. It
vill be planned to become a recepilon center for followe~om operational
systems, contingent on the success of the ERIS-A end R experimsnts.
Locntlon of the experimental data-mse center at Siomx Falle will esse
the ultimate transition of the center inte an operationsl mode.

The Administration®s 1971 bmdget did mot propose funds for this centiral
data facility. However, the House Interior Appropriations Subcommities
in its report on the 1971 Interior Apprepriztion Bl pravided
$300,000 for the facility's development. It is planned o aoqulre

the Tacility through leos= comstiuction for a term of 20 years, with

sn option to purchase, It will be bullt on a site of adout 300 sores
to be donated to the Covermment by the Slowx Falls Industrisl and
Development Foundatlon,



