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The Data Center was built in the early 1970s primarily
to receive, process, and distribute land remote sensing data
acquired by our Nation’s civilian Earth observation satel-
lites, and the new 65,000-square-foot addition will allow the
Center to better meet these responsibilities for the remainder
of this decade and into the next century.

The new building addition will support the long
standing partnership between the USGS and the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and will
serve as the data archive, processing, and distribution facility
for land data to be acquired later this decade by the Earth
Observing System (EOS), a major part of NASA’s Mission to
Planet Earth. Space in the new addition will be provided
for high performance computer systems, advanced telecom-
munications networks, and skilled personnel required to
process and distribute EOS land data through the EOS Data
and Information System. These data will be used by
researchers to study the Earth as an integrated system and
by others for mapping the extent and distribution of natural
resources, monitoring land surface changes, and assessing
environmental conditions.

In addition, the new building will provide more
space for the Department of the Interior’s National Satellite
Land Remote Sensing Data Archive, which already includes
more than 8 million aerial photos and over 2 million satel-
lite images of the Earth. The National Archive holds data
acquired by the Landsat series of Earth observation satel-
lites, and plans are currently being made between the
USGS, NASA, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration to use the new facilities to process and
distribute data from Landsat 7, planned for launch in about
4 years from now.




