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Private industry
now owns EROS
satellite system

By The Associated Press

The operation of the Landsat satel-
lite system was officially turned over
to private industry Tuesday, Allen
Watkins, chief of the EROS Data Cen-
ter near Sioux Falls, said.

Watkins said the change for his op-
eration will be gradual, since EROS
will continue to process Landsat data
for the first year or two.

“Also, we will be designated the
federal scientific archive for this type
of satellite data, to come from com-
mercial systems and from foreign

satellites soon to be launched,” he |

said.

EROS stands for Earth Resources
Observation Systems, and is operated
by the U.S. Geological Survey. The
EROS Data Center employs about 350
people.

By the time private industry takes
over the entire Landsat system in two
to four years, EROS will move into
research and other projects beyond
data processing, Watkins said.

Phyllis Wiepking, EROS Informa-
tion Officer, said no layoffs were anti-
cipated because of the change to a
private satellite system.

She didn't know how many people
would be employed at EROS in the
next several years, but she said it was
likely the workload would shift to dif-
ferent areas.

Landsat satellites will be taken
over by Earth Observation Satellite
Co. of Arlington, Va., under an agree-
ment signed by the U.S. Commerce
Department.



