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United States Department of the Interior
u.s. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

Reston, Virginia 20192

In Reply Refer To:
Mail Stop 590 JUN 3 0 1999
Mr. Charles D. Wende
Office of Earth Science, Code YF
National Aeronautics and Space Administration
300 E Street, SW
Washington, D.C 20548

Dear Mr. Wende:

This letter confirms the desire of the U. S. Geological Survey (USGS) to join the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) in issuing the "Request For Information (RFI)
for a Landsat Continuity Mission Via the Purchase of Data." I understand that my staff has been
working with you to draft an RFI that will use a NASA solicitation to determine the interest of
the private sector to provide data from a system that would provide continuity with the Landsat-7
data stream.

We look forward to participating in the review of the RFI responses, and we want to work with
NASA to develop a long-term strategy to ensure that there is a follow-on to the Landsat- 7
system. Please continue to work with Larry Pettinger of my staff to coordinate USGS
participation in these activities.

Sincerely,

~",v- e..tQx~
~ Richard E~itmer

Chief, National Mapping Division
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