
'mnitrd #3t9tts ~rnQtr
WASHINGTON. DC ~tO

October 10,2007

Michael Griffin
Adm~~ttlIlor
N"tionalAeronaUlil:5 lInd SpIlDe Adminlseation
300ESt..SW
W:u;hj~on, DC 20024-3202

Dear Adntinisrrator Griffin;

We 111'1; :wriring 10 request your ~upport for continued funding for thermal in[nln:d I.TIR)
C;1Pllbilities in theNational Aeronautics and SI'OIce Administration (NASAl Landsat
Program. Since 1972, the TlR capabilities <)1'the existiug Landsat satellites have
provided ~nti"lIl information LOfederal WId ~U!lt:' agencies, scientists, •••.atcr resource
ml)nag~ and commercia! entities who deal with water-related issues. This has cn<1hlcd
sciellti:;t~ to evaluate the dynamic changes caused by both natural processes and human
precuees, including drought. It is increasingly critical that W~ provide the resources
Ilccc!i$ary to gather (he data required to make sound decisions relllt~~ 10 our pn-senl and
turure waler use.

The TlR data provided by Landsat S and Landsat 7 has been critical to mtorming wide-
rangmg water munagemen; decisions across !he country. The dare is used to generate
criricalIefcrmauon for WlIIeT resource and infrasrructure projects. evaluate seasonal
surface' and ground water use, plan water t>llrJgO:I~.nl8llagc irrigation practices, administer
waterrights, oversee compliance with ihe U.s. Department of Agriculture (USDAI
conservation-related contracts, study impacts related 10 converting B!(riCllitu ra l lands 1(>
urban I1~S. evaluate water needs of fish and wildlife including endangered species, and
ensure water is used in compliance with state and fcdernl Inw.rinterstare compacts. and
International treaties, All otrnese applications 31'ecritical to future water management ill
the United SW<:s, and all require the high resolution IhclD1111imagery that only rue
Landsat.Dalli Continuiry Mission tLPCM) will afford, The entire nation benefits by
hcving ulis important 1001available for the long-term.

While NASA is scheduled 10deploy Landsat 8 in ::011. worn is beginning now to
complete the preliminary design review and aw;\rd contracts lor building the spacecraft.
UnlOt:1umllcly, the President's ~Y20()8 request lor funding tor NASA's LOC-tv! (lid MI
include fundl11&for a thermal infrared sensor on Landsat 8.

We urge you 10 talee ;mml:diale action 10 provide fer the continued fUI,aing for the
ther/roJ infrared (Tffi) capabilities in tilt' NASA Landsat Program, and to in(onn our
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OfliCt'6 ofNAS:\ 's acrions taken to ensure these capabilities. We cannot II.TQrd 10 lose
this 1001.and the critical intOft";llion it provides for wmCnCS(lUfCC and infrastructure
planning.

SUlcerd),.

~Kc'n Salazar
\Iniled Suucs Senator


