Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

October 10, 2007

Michael Griffin

Administralor

National Aeronantics and Space Administration
300E St SW

Washixgton, DC 20024-3202

Deat Adnyinistrator Gniffin:

We src writing 1o request vour support for continued funding for thermal infrared 1 TIR)
capabilities in the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) Landsat
Progrim. Since 1972, the TIR capabilities of the existing Landsat satellites bhave
provided critical information 10 federal and staie agencics, scieniists, water resource
managers and commercial entities who deal with water-related issues. This has enabicd
scientists 10 cvaluate the dynamic changes caused by both natural processes and human
practices. including drought. It is increasingly critical that we provide the resources
necessary (o gather the data required w make sound decisions related 1o our present and
furiire water use.

The TIR data provided by Landsal § and Landsat 7 has been ¢ritical to informing wide-
ranging water management decisions across the country. The dala is used o generate
critical information for water resource and mfrasructure projects. evaluate seasonal
surface and ground water usc, plan water budgets, manage imgation practices. administer
water rights, oversee campliance with the U.S, Department ol Agriculture (USDA)
conservation-related contracts, stady impacts related 10 converting agricultural lunds 10
urban uses, cvaluate water needs of fish and wildlifc including endangered species, and
ensure water is used in compliance with state and federal low, interstale compacts, and
international treuties. All of these applications ave ceitical 10 future water management in
the United Swates, and all require the high resolution thermal imagery that only the
Landsat Datu Continuiry Mission (LDCM) will ufford. The eutire nation benefits by
having this important 1ol available for the long-term.

Whilc NASA is scheduled to deploy Landsat 8 in 20} 1. work is beginning now to
complete the preliminary design review and award contracts for building the spacccratt.
Unfortunately, the President’s FY2008 request for funding for NASA"s LOCM did not
include fundmg for a thermal infrared sensor on Landsat 8,

We urge you to take immediate action (o provide for the continued funding for the
thermal infrared (TIR) capabilitics in the NASA Landsat Program, and 10 wform our
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offices of NASA's actions taken to ensure these capabilities. We cannot afford to Jose

this 100l, and the critical intormation it provides for water resource and infrastructure
plannmg.

Sincerely,

Ken Salazar Mike Crapa
United States Senator Linited States Sonator
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Ron Wyden / ----- -
Llnited States Scnator Unijed Stales Schator
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Tim tohnson 47
United Smws Senftor

Pat Roberls
Umted States Senator United Srdtes Senator
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