Attachment A2
National Satellite Land Remote Sensing Data Archive Advisory Committee

Recommendations to USGS from Charter Period II (’00-’02)  

Introduction 

The NSLRSDA Advisory Committee (table 1) was chartered, for a second time, to review and advise on the configuration and operations of the USGS NSLRDA during the time period February 2001 to February 2003.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Satellite Land Remote Sensing Data Archive

Advisory Committee Membership - March 2001 to February 2003

	Academia

	   Laboratory researcher-data user:
	Prof. Samuel Goward, University of Maryland

	   Classroom educator-data user:
	Prof. Gerald Nelson, University of Illinois

	Government

	   Federal data user:
	Dr. Brad Doorn, USDA Foreign Agricultural. Service 

	   Federal data user:
	Mr. Darrel Williams, Landsat Scientist, NASA/GSFC

	   State/Local data user:
	Ms. Ameila Budge, Univ. New Mexico, EDAC

	   State/Local data user:
	Dr. Hugh Bender, Texas Nat’l. Res. Info. Service 

	Industry

	   Data management technologist;
	Dr. John S. MacDonald, Chair, MacDonald-Dettwiler (Retired)

	 Licensed data provider:
	Mr. Herb Satterlee, President,  Digital Globe 

	   Value-added or other data provider:
	Mr. Bob Winokur, EarthSat

	   End user: 
	Mr. Rick Crowsey, Crowsey Inc.

	Other

	   Non-affiliated individual at-large:
	Prof. Joanne Gabrynowicz, Univ. Mississippi
National Remote Sensing And Space Law Center

	Non-government organization:
	Jim Frelk, ECS

	International non-U.S. rep.
	Dr. Edryd Shaw, Director General, 
Canadian Center for Remote Sensing

	At-large from any sector:
	Ms. Kass Green, President, Space Imaging Services

	At-large from any sector:
	Mr. Daniel Dubno, CBS News 

	Ex-Officio

	USGS Archivist
	Mr. John Faundeen, USGS/EROS Data Center

	Long-term land archive
	Mr. Thomas Holm, USGS/EROS Data Center


The committee formally convened on four occasions, two at the USGS EROS Data Center, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, in the spring and in the fall in the Washington, DC area (including Dept of Interior and USGS HQ.  There were several subgroup meetings held independently of these full committee meetings, to develop specific recommendations that were then brought to the full consideration of the committee. 

Committee Recommendations

The committee considered items related to:  (a) data sets to be included (b) policies associated with NSLRSDA, (c) budget issues for NSLRSDA and (d) the name (NSLRSDA) of the archive.  The specific recommendations that were made are as follows:

NSLRSDA Data Sets

· This committee recommends that high priority consideration be given to the long-term observations that provide consistent, repetitive coverage over extended periods of time.

· This committee recommends that experimental data sets be viewed as “special collections” primarily for historical interest with less ongoing science value than long-term systematic measurements.

· This committee recommends that NLSRSDA focus on compiling and making available the long-term, global records of land observations from the moderate resolution observatories.

· As a starting point, the Committee recommends that NLSRSDA should set a goal to acquire and maintain full global observation records as noted in Table A

Table A

	Spatial Resolution
	Temporal Resolution
	Sources
	Record Length

	1km to 100m
	Data to produce 10-day Cloud-Free Composites
	AVHRR/MODIS/NPP/VIRRS
	1982 - present

	100m to 10m
	Quarterly Cloud-Free (including data adequate to produce quarterly composites as needed)
	Landsat, SPOT, ASTER, IRS
	1972 - present


· The Committee further recommends that NLSRSDA should work with NOAA and NASA to develop and maintain adequate information for cross-comparison of measurements from each of these sensors and platforms

· With regard to archiving data from medium resolution non-U.S. satellite systems, it is recommended that NSLRSDA focus its time and energy on looking at imagery for areas of limited acquisition (including cloudy), and then ingest those images that would “fill” known holes in the TM/ETM+ archive.
· To help the Archive prioritize acquisition of Landsat data not currently in the Archive, AAC advises the NSLRSDA to characterize the International Ground Stations and their Landsat holdings in terms of the political, cost and/or technical barriers to acquisition.
· Recognizing that proper interpretation of remotely sensed observations often requires elevation information, the Committee recommends that NSLRSDA should maintain or facilitate access to the best publically available global, digital elevation model (DEM) data for that purpose.  Consistent with P.L. 102-555 (Sec. 5652), these DEM data will be in the public domain, and shall be made available on a non-discriminatory basis.
· Encourage the subgroup’s (backup archives) exploration of reciprocal archiving of Landsat and other relevant data sets with the CCRS and report back the pros and cons of the assessment.

· Having done research and finding that imagery from the USHSF [U.S. Human Space Flight] program is properly archived at JSC and NARA, it is the recommendation of the Committee that this data at USGS not be ingested into the NSLRSDA.  The Committee will periodically monitor.

· The AAC recommends that the Landsat (MSS and TM) Science Data Buy (SDB) acquisitions (level1b and orthorectified), which are already in the public domain, be incorporated into the NSLRSDA as soon as possible.
NSLRSDA Policies

· Recognizing that NSLRSDA is, officially, a National institution mandated by Congress, the Committee strongly recommends that NSLRSDA have a separate and comprehensive policy.  The Committee recognizes the desirability of having the DOI/USGS  establish a single policy pertaining to access and distribution of all DOI/USGS held and/or managed data.  However, the Congressional mandate makes a NSLRSDA-specific policy necessary. 

· In recognition of the statutory requirement of maintaining NSLRSDA, long-term, the Committee recommends that EDC take steps to ensure sufficient staffing for continuity of NSLRSDA management. 

· USGS EDC request NOAA to include in future licenses a requirement that licensees give USGS EDC a minimum of one year’s notice prior to a data purge. 

· USGS EDC send letters to current licensees requesting that they give USGS EDC a minimum of one year’s notice prior to a data purge.
· That the NSLRSDA continually move toward the lowest possible price for data access in a fiscally prudent manner.

· Revisit cost recommendation and perhaps initiate a study and/or white paper on appropriate and necessary costs. 

· Provide educational briefings to Congress, DOI, and other relevant decision-makers on the value of the NSLRSDA
NSLRSDA Budget

· Recognizing that the NSLRSDA has significant benefit to the National Map and other global remote sensing needs, the Committee finds that the USGS has an inadequate budget to carry out its current Congressionally mandated responsibility for NSLRSDA (P.L. 102-555, Sec. 5652). The Committee also finds that additional funding is needed in the immediate future due to increasing data sources and demand for those data. Therefore the Committee strongly recommends that a 2004 budget initiative be prepared to provide adequate funding to fulfill NSLRSDA’s statutory obligations.

· That Department of Interior be requested to fully fund all the costs associated with NSLRSDA’s mission.

NSLRSDA Name

· The committee is agreed that for the public the official name "National Satellite Land Remote Sensing Data Archive" (also known by the acronym "NSLRSDA") is awkward and somewhat confusing.  We are proposing that a simpler name be adopted for public use.  We tentatively propose calling this the "USGS National Imagery Archive."  We are looking for other suggestions prior to our next meeting. 

· That for public purposes NSLRSDA be known as the…”National Imagery Archive @ USGS“ but internally DOI/USGS/EDC be able to use the NSLRSDA name.
