18 Oct 2005
AAC III
Actions and Recommendations*
Recommendation:  
Supporting the position taken by the Secretary of the Interior that “[w]hile our sister agencies are responsible for the atmosphere, weather, the oceans and space exploration, Interior monitors the land.”,

Recognizing that USGS/EROS has been “elevated to the status of …... national capability” ,

Recognizing the importance of archiving land satellite imagery to GEOSS and to the US Integrated Earth Observation System (IEOS),  
Noting the relevant, unique expertise and mandate of NSLSRDA.
The AAC recommends that the Secretary offer the services of NSLRSDA to the US IEOS.

Approved Unanimously

Action:  Review status of datasets from South Africa/Thailand Landsat data and other high risk collections and report to committee 3 weeks prior to next AAC III meeting.  John
Action:  The Tier subgroup will address the levels of service and related access issues to NSLRSDA data holdings in light of new technology and acquisitions.  Tier committee [Amy (chair), Sam, Herb, Ken, John, Dave B.]
Action:  The Data Sieve committee shall continue review of the data sieve begun at the last meeting, including clearly distinguishing between NTM classified data and NTM declassified data.  Data Sieve committee [Sam (chair), Amy, Joanne, Bobbi, Dave B., Jerry, Kass]
Action:  Report the customer cost of Geocover Landsat datasets to AAC.  John
Action:  The AAC recognizes the importance of AAC II to include raw and processed Geocover Landsat datasets into NSLRSDA.  Therefore, the AAC requests the Archive to report the status of compliance of the recommendation NLT Feb 2006.  John
Action:  USGS review recommendations from AAC I – AAC III and report the status of their response to those recommendations.  The report to be distributed NLT 3 weeks before final AAC III meeting.  ​​John, Tom
Action:  Review recommendations from AAC I – AAC III to include derived datasets (eg. SRTM, NALC, etc derived data vs raw data).  Share information with Tier committee.  John, Tom, Jerry  
Action:  The AAC noted a change in its meeting calendar in which the July 2006 meeting was cancelled.  The AAC planned its remaining work on the basis of two more meetings.  There are still a number of important issues on the AAC agenda.  The AAC requests that the original meeting schedule be reinstated.  This is particularly important because an unprecedented number of members and participants could not attend the Oct 2005 meeting.   RJ, Tom, John
Action:  The AAC requests NSLRSDA to submit, monitor and report back on the use of “Access to Restricted Data: A White Paper” by the NSLRSDA Advisory Committee, 28 April 2000, in the NOAA legal staff review process.  John
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Action:  The NOAA data transfer guidelines are expected to be published for public review in Dec 2005.  The AAC will receive guidelines when they are published.  ​John
Action:  As soon as the NOAA data transfer guidelines are published and distributed to the committee, the Guidelines Review subgroup will review the guidelines, draft proposed comments, and distribute the draft comments to the committee for consensus.  The guidelines will be reviewed, in particular in light of the “Access to Restricted Data” white paper and recommendations.   Joanne (chair), Amy, Bobbi
Action:  The Guidelines Review subgroup and the Data Sieve subgroup will coordinate regarding comments to the NOAA data transfer guidelines.

Action:  Review, research, and compile information on US federal-civilian archives that have geospatial holdings.  Their mandates and practices will be examined in relation to the practices and mandates of NSLRSDA.  Dave B. (chair), Darrel, John, Brad
Action:  The committee notes another committee relevant to NSLRSDA.  A review of the ASPRS Panel Report to USGS on the NDOP.

See at http://www.asprs.org/DOA_Panel_Report_draft-for-review-092605.pdf.  The AAC will review this report for potential recommendation.  All-done
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Action:  Review suggestions in marketing discussion and report back regarding next steps, if any, taken before the next meeting.  Gene (chair), Kass, Jerry, John
Action:  Comment back to ASPRS:  On page 21 of the “ASPRS Panel Report to USGS on the NDOP,” the AAC suggests the ASPRS Panel statement regarding expanding the USGS mandate be modified to read:  “The Panel recommends that the USGS mandate be expanded from only space-based Earth observation to include land remote sensing data from aerial platforms.”   Bobbi
Action: The following recommendation was unanimously adopted.  It will be presented to the Secretary when the official announcement on NPOESS/OLI is made.  Kass, Sam

Recommendation:  The National Satellite Land Remote Sensing Data Archive Advisory Committee (AAC) has twice previously expressed its concern about the serious consequences of a gap in the Landsat data record. Both responses to that concern were that the Administration had addressed the data gap with the decision to place the Operational Land Imager (OLI) on NPOESS.  Since then, two new facts have occurred that have exacerbated the seriousness of the gap:

1. NPOESS will not accommodate the OLI sensor.

2. Unless an alternative decision is made, the data gap will be longer and more severe than previously anticipated.

Noting that the Secretary of Interior is to “assure the preservation of the basic data set” in the National Satellite Land Remote Sensing Data Archive

Noting that the Administration has endorsed an operational Landsat

Noting that an adequate capability equivalent to Landsat for seasonal global coverage exists nowhere else in the world

Noting that the U.S. requires a reliable, independent primary source of global land earth observation to support the US economic, national security, environmental, and disaster response interests

The AAC recommends, with even greater urgency than before, that the Secretary:

immediately pursue the reprogramming of funds that were allocated to the NPOESS/OLI initiative and to initiate an Other Transaction Agreement (OTA)-type procurement to address this critical national need

support the accelerated procurement and deployment of a new system(s), based on rapid procurement methodologies and innovative “cost effective” technologies for Earth observations.

Approved Unanimously

� Remarks by the Secretary of the Interior, July 31, 2003 Earth Observation Summit, Washington, D.C., July 31, 2003


� Memorandum to All USGS Employees from Chip Groat, Director, Subject: Changes to USGS Geospatial programs and services, August 17, 2004. 


� P.L. 102-555; 15 USC 5652 (b).


� Memorandum for the Secretaries of State, Defense, the Interior, Agriculture, Commerce Health and Human Services, Transportation, Homeland Security; Administrators of EPA, NASA; Directors of OMB, Central Intelligence, National Science Foundation; and Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs from the Director of the Office of Science and Technology Policy, Washington, D.C., August 13, 2004.





*see AAC III agenda for discussion topics


